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"You have brains  in your head
you have feet  in your shoes
You can steer  yourself
 in any direct ion you choose . "

I t  is  great  to  see 99.9 % of  students  making excel lent  choices and a
special  thank you to the Year  8  students  being posit ive and winning
themselves pr izes.  Other  years  stay tuned.

Welcome  Back!
A short message by Ms Weal! + Some tips for year 7!

H a v e  y o u  h e a r d  o f  a n y  o f  t h e s e
A u s s i e  c o u n t r y  t o w n s ?  Hay,

Conclurry ,  Malula  Bay,  Mi ldura,
Dungog,  Rutherglen? What  do
they al l  have in  common with

The Ponds High School?
Answer:  We al l  have

approximately  the same
populat ion!  But  we ,  of  course,

are in  a  very  condensed area
which is  why our  5P's  are  so

important .

When we fol low these P 's  we al l
work together  and succeed.

Do yoursel f  a  favor  and join a

club.  They are certainly  my

best  memory of  school .

Remember i f  you have a

great  idea put  i t  in  wr i t ing

and ask the student  window

to give i t  to  me.  Thanks to

the suggest ions by a  year  7

student  this  week.

WELCOME back to al l
students .
Please remember my Dr
Suess quote f rom the
assembly day!  

Clubs l is ts  for  2024 are f inal ized.

They wi l l  be emai led to you and

your  parents .

Enjoy your Gazette and
enjoy 2024!
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Manage your  t ime
wisely!  A  common
mistake is
procrast inat ing,
though i t  real ly  is
better  to  get  i t  over
and done with,  and
that  leads to  the next
t ip :

Maintaining a  posi t ive
att i tude:  Staying
resi l ient  throughout
your  f i rst  year  and
proceeding when
facing chal lenges
(assignments,  exams,
etc. )  wi l l  enable a
better  learning
experience!

Maintaining healthy
sleep patterns!  Aiming
for  7-8 hours  a  day
can enhance your
focus throughout  the
day and whatever
act iv i t ies  you may be
part ic ipat ing in .  

Some handy t ips  to  help with year 7!

Remember to  stay
organized.  Planners  or
calendars  are a  great
way to keep track of
your  assignments  and
exams.

I f  you are struggl ing
with studying,
assignments  or  school
work,  don' t  forget  your
t e a c h e r s  a r e  a  h e l p f u l
r e s o u r c e !

And don't  forget :  H a v e
f u n !  Take your  f i rst
year  l ight ly ,  but  not  to
the point  where you
aren' t  t ry ing your  best ;
this  is  the year  you
learn about  the
curr iculum,  the
school ,  even where al l
the blocks are (A,  D,  E ,
F ,  T) ,  create healthy
relat ionships,  and
str ive to  achieve the
best  results !
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Valentines Day
LOVE is in the air at TPHS! !

St  Valent ine's  Day is  an annual  fest ival
celebrat ing romantic  love,  f r iendship,  and
admirat ion on the 14th of  February.  This  year ,
prepared by the Senior  leaders ,  TPHS
celebrated Valent ine’s  Day by handing out
roses,  Valent ine’s  themed 
polaroid photos and
love songs being
played out  
near  the
hal l .

From-

the Teddy in the library

D i d  y o u  k n o w ?  Valent ine's  
Day or iginated when the 

Roman fest ival  of  

Lupercal ia  was out lawed

near  the end of  the 5th 

century and was often 

replaced with Valent ine’s  

Day? Near  the 14th 

century,  Valent ine's  

Day was 

associated with

romance.

By the late

1700s,  

cards were being

used,  and 

Valent ine was commonly 

depicted with Cupid,  the Roman 

god of  love.  Now Tradit ional  gi f ts  

include candy and f lowers ,  

part icular ly  red roses,  which are a  

symbol  of  beauty and love to  gi f t  to  

your  loved ones.  



GG Swimming Carnival
Swimming carnival

The annual swimming carnival
at The Ponds High School took
place on Thursday, February
16th. It was a fantastic day of fun
water activities for all
participants, competitors or non-
competitors. 

Numerous individuals eagerly competed in various races, striving to do
their best against their peers. Seeing our school's students break
records and demonstrate Ponds Pride was truly thrilling. Despite the
sweltering weather, the water activities made up for it. Congratulations
to all the competitors and we can’t wait to see you next year!
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On Thursday 16th February,
leaders  ra ised money by sel l ing

Ice creams and soft  dr inks in  the
breezeway.  Many students  loved

the sugary sweetness despite  the
cold weather  that  day and

managed to ra ise over  $160 in
prof i t  for  the char i ty .  We would

also l ike to  thank everyone who
contr ibuted by buying at  least

one i tem!   

In  the aftermath of  a  disaster ,  i t ’s
easy to  feel  overwhelmed by the
ser iousness of  what  needs to  be
done.  You and others  don’t  have
to take that  journey alone,  which
is  why TPHS environment  team
helped with fundrais ing for
Salvat ion Army’s  Disaster  Rel ief
Program.  This  char i ty  a l lows
support  for  those who had been
affected by these disasters .

Disaster Relief and
Fundraiser

Environment Team Charity 

AT SCHOOL

THE CHARITY

NOTE FROM TEACHER
‘Students in the Environment Team did a fantastic job raising funds for

environmental disaster relief. Our Environment Team planned this initiative after
seeing the impact of floods and bushfires across Australia in the last couple of years
and wanted to contribute to communities in need. Although it was quite a cold day,

the team sold out of drinks and ice creams! Our teams passion for helping local
communities was present throughout the planning and execution of this fundraiser
and I couldn’t be prouder of their dedication and the leadership they demonstrated

when putting this event together.’ - Ms Depares



GG Games and Activities
Play this find a word in your free time 
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