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As we get closer to the end of Term 3, I would like to acknowledge all activities that have taken place this 
term, and the opportunities our students have had to expand their life experiences. From sporting events, 
debating, Spirit week, fundraisers and the multiple excursion students have been on. These activities allow 
students to develop many different skills, as well as create a chance for personal growth.   
 

End of Course Examinations 
Congratulations to all of Year 11 who have completed their end of course examinations. If they were away 
for one of their exams due to illness or misadventure, they need to make sure that all the correct paperwork 
is completed, and appropriate supporting documentation is sort (medical certificate). 
  
Prior to their return to school, the student must contact the Stage Head Teacher (Miss Raghunandan) to 
organise a rescheduling of the affected examination(s). 
 
Completed forms and documentation must be returned to the Stage Head Teacher (Ms Raghunandan) 
within two school days of his/her return to school (i.e., no later than his/her third day back at school). 
 
A reminder that all Year 11 students are expected to be at school until the end of term. Students will be 
involved in a variety of learning opportunities in all classes.  
 

September 
2023 



 

Online Learning – Professional Learning 
In line with the NSW Department of Education’s commitment to providing teachers with time to plan 
quality curriculum, programs and lessons, the final day of Term 3 (Friday 22 September) will be altered. 
Please be advised that The Ponds High School will be open and operational, however, learning will take 
place online. Upon arrival, students will be directed to muster, and will then be assigned a class and a 
designated room for the day. Students will complete online learning via Canvas and have their attendance 
recorded via Canvas. Students may or may not have their usual teacher. Year 7 – 10 students will follow a 
modified timetable. Year 11 students will follow their regular timetable but will not be completing practical 
lessons. Further information and details will soon be made available. 
 

Deputy Principal Conference 
The NSWSDPA 2023 State Conference was held over 3 days in 
Albury from Wednesday 30 August - Friday 1 September. The 
theme for this year was “Reflections”. Mr Laird, Mrs Jack, Mr 
Scandizzo, and I had the opportunity to attend this conference. 
During our time we listened to a variety of keynote speakers 
including Adam Voight, Judy Hatswell and Stan Grant. As well as 
involving ourselves in workshops on topics of Integrating AI, 
Curriculum reform, Inclusive education, and Professional and 
Ethical standards.  
A congratulations to Mr Laird who was acknowledged at the 
conference for his 10-year service as a Deputy Principal.  
 

SASS Recognition Week 
The Ponds High School would like to acknowledge the wonderful work our SASS staff do for our school. 
They support our school in many different areas including, front office, sick bay, student enrolments, 
Science preparation, Kitchen assistance, Library assistance, supporting students within classrooms, school 
maintenance, school cleaning and ongoing technical support. Without these amazing people The Ponds 
High School would not be able to function and provide all the opportunities we are able to for our students.  
 
As a Thank you The Ponds High School provided lunch on Monday 4 
September for our SASS staff and executive teaching staff volunteered 
to fill the SASS rolls to allow them to enjoy this celebration together.   
 

 
 
 
 



 

Mobile Phone Policy Reminder 
I would like to remind all students that the NSW Department of Education's mobile 
phone policy will take effect starting from Term 4. This means that all students will be 
required to have their phones turned off and kept in their bags during school hours, 
including recess and lunch breaks. The use of wireless earphones will not be allowed, 
students are encouraged to source wired headphones to use with their laptop if 
required for class. We encourage students to start practising this policy during Term 3 
to become accustomed to the new guidelines. There will be further communication 
regarding the school-based procedures in the weeks to come. 
 
Miss K Blissett 
Deputy Principal 
 

The Hills Performing Arts Festival 
Mrs weal attended the Hills Performing Arts festival last week and was 
amazed with the "Ponds Power" team who come from Year 9 and 10. 
These girls train in sports time and are a supportive and cohesive group. 
Their routine was fantastic with great musicality and synchronization. 
Congratulations to the team and their coach Miss A Elliot for all the hard 
work they have put in.  
 

Victor Chang Science Awards 
Mrs Weal also had the pleasure of attending the School Science award 
for students with outstanding commitment to Science sponsored by the 
Victor Chang Institute. There were some very inspiring speakers 
suggesting that Science is the key to the future and encouraging all prize 
recipients to take this path and influence all our futures.  
 
Congratulations to Daniel, Kathleen, Parsana and Yoonji from Year 11 
 

Temporary Residents and International Students 
The Department of Education’s Enrolment of Students in NSW Government Schools has an enrolment 
policy where all government schools in NSW have a designated local enrolment area with a pre-determined 
geographical boundary. Students who live within this boundary are entitled to be enrolled at the school.  
 
However, international students and students who are temporary residents are not assured enrolment at 
the school aligned to their home residence and will only be accepted if the school can accommodate the 
enrolment. This ensures that there are enough places for students who are Australian citizens or 
permanent residents who reside in their local enrolment area. 
  
Unfortunately, The Ponds High School is unable to enrol any international students or temporary residents 
at this time as it is at its enrolment cap. 

 
For more information, please refer to The Ponds High School website. 
 
Ms J Weal 
Principal 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/pd-2002-0006


 Thank you to our Platinum Sponsor 



 
                                                                                              

    

Lost Property 
Dear Parent/Carers,  
We have a lot of items in our lost property box:  
Sports jackets  
Sports bags with shoes  
Pencil cases  
Plastic containers  
Drink bottles  
Shoes  
Glasses  
Keys  
Jewellery  
 
Please ensure your children’s belongings have a label with their 
name and write their name in the plastic containers so we can 
return items to your child.  
 
If your child has lost an item, please ask him/her to ask at the 
Students Window in the Front Office.  
Items not collected will be disposed of at end of term. 
 

Informing the school about absences  
Parents/carers should inform the school of any absence that may 
occur during the year, including late arrivals and early leave. This 
can be done before the start of the school day or before receiving 
the SMS/email from the school by sending an email only. 
Parents/carers are encouraged to reply to only one form of 
communication, either SMS or email when providing a reason for 
their child. The following outlines when the communication will be 
sent regarding your child’s absences from school:  

• Year 7-10: absent and late arrival SMS/emails will be sent 
out by recess. Parents and carers are to reply to the SMS 
message or email with the reason for the child’s absence or 
late arrival.  

 
• Year 11-12: absent and late arrival SMS/emails will be sent 

out by lunch due to the flexible timetable.  
 

What do I do if my child needs to leave early?  
A reminder if your child needs to leave early:  
1. Parent/carer needs to inform the school with a note in the 
morning of the early departure, including how they will be picked 
up/get home ie walk home, picked up.  
2. Your child will need to inform the teacher that they are leaving 
early, the teacher will check Sentral and confirm.  
***It’s the child’s responsibility to inform the teacher that it is 
time for them to leave.  
3. Students are to go straight to the student counter and collect an 
early leave slip.  
4. If the student is being picked up, parents/carers are to park in 
the bus bay, call the school and the office staff will send the student 
out to the bus bay.  
 

                                                

2023 TERM 3 
Week 9 

Monday 11 September 
Year 12 2024 Hospitality Work Placement Week 

Breakfast Club Stage 5 
T1 Week 9 Community Access (Chinese Gardens) 

Attendance at Schools Plus Awards Ceremony 
Ayam Penyat Ria – Indonesian Restaurant 

CHS Trampolining 
Riverbank School Visit 

PACTS Workshop 
Tuesday 12 September 

Annual Sports Assembly P1 & P2 (Gym) 
Attendance at Schools Plus Awards Ceremony 

CHS Trampolining 
Stage 5 Skills for Work 

Stage 6 Skills for Work Project 
Duke of Ed Cook Off 

Year 12 Trivia Afternoon – Fundraiser for Year 12 
Wednesday 13 September 

Grade Sport trials 
Breakfast Club Stage 4 

Thursday 14 September 
Stage 5 & 6 Minimum Standards Testing (Gym) 

RUOK Day 
Year 7 – Planetarium Incursion Day 
Community of Practice – Wellbeing 

Open Boys and Girls Rowing 
Friday 15 September 

HSC Music Performance Period ends 
Year 12 High Achiever Morning Tea 

Australian Dance Festival 
NRL Rugby League & League Tag Referee Program 

Year 7 Planetarium Incursion Day 2 
Year 9 & 10 Premier Second Round Final Debate 

Return & Earn Scheme 
Week 10 

Monday 18 September 
Breakfast Club Stage 5  

Year 12 Picnic Day 
GATS Law & Order Project (English) 

Tuesday 19 September 
Year 12 Graduation (GYM) 

Discover Engineering 
Stage 5 Skills for Work 

Wednesday 20 September 
Breakfast Club Stage 4 

NSWPSSA Small Schools Knockout Competition Gala 
Day 

Year 12 2023 Formal 
Thursday 21 September 

Year 11 Luna Park Business Studies Excursion 
Open Boys & Girls Rowing 
Friday 22 September 

Last Day of Term 3 
NRL Rugby League & League Tag Referee Program 

Return & Earn Scheme 
NSW Education Parent App 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-       
us/strategies-and-reports/schools-digital-
strategy/projects-and-initiatives/nsw-
education-parent-app 
 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20us/strategies-and-reports/schools-digital-strategy/projects-and-initiatives/nsw-education-parent-app
https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20us/strategies-and-reports/schools-digital-strategy/projects-and-initiatives/nsw-education-parent-app
https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20us/strategies-and-reports/schools-digital-strategy/projects-and-initiatives/nsw-education-parent-app
https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20us/strategies-and-reports/schools-digital-strategy/projects-and-initiatives/nsw-education-parent-app


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

The 53rd NSW Japanese Language Speech Contest 
On Sunday 3 September, Daniel D of Year 11 participated in the NSW Japanese language 
speech contest which was held at The University of NSW. He competed in the High 
School Senior Division competing against Year 11 and 12 students from across NSW. 
The subject, content and form of the speeches was left open to each contestant. Daniel 
presented a very successful speech, and he achieved 3rd place. We would like to 
congratulate Daniel on his achievement. 
 

Mrs A Singh 
Head Teacher Languages  

 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations…                                                                                 
 
Congratulations to Taylor G 12.4 who recently travelled to Ireland to 
compete in the Oz tag World Cup representing my country, Australia in the 
under 21s women’s team and winning the Grand Final 10-1 against New 
Zealand. 
 
Mrs G Hodkinson 
Careers Teacher 

                     
 

 

 

                                                                                         

Student Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Drishika A 8.1                      Divya G 9.5                                                          Riley M 12.1 



 

Game Changer Challenge 

The Game Changer Challenge is the Department of 
Education design thinking competition. 
 
Open to public schools across the state the challenge 
centres on discovering solutions for a real-world, 
wicked problem by applying classroom learning. 
 
This year The Ponds High School had 2 teams enter the 
competition with 1 team gaining a place in the Semi 
Finals. Last Friday, the “Innvisioneerz” competed in 
the virtual semi-final to pitch their idea to tackle the 
wicked problem: “Invent or innovate something that 
will change our world and leave a lasting impact”. 
  
The team of 5 students from year 9 and 10, Sanjana C, 
Diya U, Sarah V, Thehara K and Saanvii Y, represented 
their school, competing with other schools around the 
state. The judges were impressed with the empathy, passion, depth of research and thinking on display.  
 
The “Innvisioneerz” were successful and have been invited to take part in the Grand Final competition in 
November. Well done to the TPHS Game Changers Team! 
 
Mrs M Daveson 
TAS Teacher 
 

Book Club 

TPHS Book Club commenced Week 6 of this term. 
Book club members have begun reading the first book 
titled ‘The Alchemist’ by Paulo Coelho. This is a classic 
novel in which a boy named Santiago embarks on a 

journey seeking treasure in the Egyptian pyramids after having a 
recurring dream about it and on the way meets mentors, falls in love, 
and most importantly, learns the true importance of who is he is and 
how to improve himself and focus on what really matters in life.  
 
With over a million and a half copies sold around the world, The 
Alchemist has established itself as a modern classic and is universally 
admired. Paulo Coelho’s charming fable will enchant and inspire an 
even wider audience of readers for generations to come.  
 

Mindfulness Colouring 

The Learning Hub offers mindful colouring for all students to choose 
and apply colour in a design to bring awareness to the present moment. 
In fact, research states that colouring reduces levels of anxiety and 
stress, improved sleep, and focus. So let the colouring begin! 😊😊 



 

Winter Warmers Book Display 
Our winter warmers display has kept staff and students 
warm and cosy this winter with selected books from a 
range of titles and authors.       
                                                                               

New Books! 
Check out our new arrivals from best-selling authors and titles for September! 
Great for holiday reading! 

 
 
 
 

 

Daily Laptops and Charger Loans 
Daily laptops and chargers are available for loan from the Learning Hub. No 
chargers until Recess. These are DAILY loans which MUST be returned to the library 
at the end of the day. 
 
 

New Furniture! 
The Learning Hub has purchased new furniture to accommodate 
students for educational and recreational needs.  
 

 
 
Overdue Books 
A reminder to return all overdue books to the library 
before end of term. 
 

Ms M Kelly 
Teacher Librarian 



 

Victor Chang School Science Awards 
 
On Tuesday 29 August, four Year 11 students received the prestigious Victor Chang School Science Award.  
The award was established in 2004 in honour of pioneering cardiac surgeon Dr Victor Chang. The annual School 
Science Awards celebrate young, gifted students and aim to stimulate growth in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) subject areas.  
 
The following students from Year 11 were the recipients of this award for 2023, amongst other schools in the 
Blacktown City Council, for their dedication and commitment to their Science subjects.  
 
We would like to congratulate: 
 
Parsana A - 11.1 
Kathleen D - 11.2 
Daniel D - 11.2 
Yoonji J - 11.5 
 

Mrs M Sultana 
Science Teacher 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Stage 5 Science 
 
During term, 3 Year 10 students have been busy learning the principles of genetics 
and human inheritance. They related the knowledge and understanding of 
genetics to the advances in technology and needs to society.  This topic helped 
them understand how natural selection shapes biodiversity. Students examined 
the important work by Mendel and Watson and Crick’s discovery of DNA. 
Firsthand investigations were done on extraction of DNA from strawberries. Year 
10 students will soon embark on a journey to explore the origins of the universe 
and the Big Bang theory.  
 
Year 10 students sat for The Validation of Assessment for Learning and Individual 
Development (VALID) program. This provided online end-of-stage assessments 
for the science key learning area. VALID will be used as a diagnostic tool to assist 
in improving student outcomes in Science and as a tool for program evaluation. 
The test is linked to the Science syllabuses, and assesses what students know and 
can do in Science. It also provides useful information about student attitudes 
towards Science. 
 
Focus for Year 9 students this term has been the development of scientific models, 
theories, and laws to explain the structure of atoms and their role in determining 
the properties of the elements and their arrangement in the Periodic Table. The 
topic aimed to develop an awareness of the importance of a scientific approach to 
problem solving using collaboration. They are now learning the impact of 
infectious diseases on society such as Ebola, Influenza and COVID and investigating 
new methods of controlling the spread of these diseases. Disease outbreaks can 
turn into epidemics and even pandemics if the transmission of the disease occurs 
rapidly.  This learning is aimed at enhancing student understanding of the 
importance of maintaining human health in preventing the spread of disease. 
  
Both Year 9 and 10 will be sitting for their Yearly Exam in Term 4. Good Luck! 
 
Mrs. S. Rola 
Science Teacher   

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

   



 

Sushi Incursion 

Students in Year 7 recently participated in the Sushi Incursion. Chef Dekura, a very experienced Sushi chef, 
came to The Ponds to demonstrate and teach 
students how to make flower rolls and inside-out 
rolls. Chef Dekura has been visiting The Ponds 
every year since 2015. He has his own restaurant 
in Chatswood, and he has written many recipe 
books. Students enjoyed watching the 
demonstrations and were able to create their own 
sushi rolls which they enjoyed eating later. They 
also watched demonstrations on how to 
creatively carve vegetables to create beautiful 
garnishes for their dishes. This incursion 
coincides with the Mealtime / Food topic 
currently being studied in Year 7 Japanese.  
 
Mrs A Singh 
Head Teacher Languages 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                   WELCOME TO CAREERS 
 
 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON WORK EXPERIENCE 
Charlotte had a fascinating and educational work Experience week at the Department 
of Primary industries. The department’s mission is to support producers in various 
challenging situations, droughts, floods, fires, and biosecurity challenges. The photos 
that Charlotte captured are fantastic. The x-ray-like image of the female genitalia of a 
moth suggests she had the opportunity to study entomology or related fields, which 
can be crucial for understanding insect populations and ecosystems. The microscopic 
photo of fungus cells collected from a tree indicates her involvement in environmental 
research, which is vital for preserving ecosystems and identifying potential threats. 
It's clear that Charlotte had a valuable and hands-on experience during her week at 
the Department of Primary Industries, and her photos provide a glimpse into the 
diverse and important work they do.  

 
Riley had a fantastic week at Sydney West Sports Medicine. His 
supervisor's comments highlight his professionalism, mature 
approach to asking questions, excellent problem-solving skills, and 
eagerness to learn. Such qualities are valuable in a health setting 
and look well for Riley's future in this field. Congratulations to Riley 
for a job well done. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

UAC 
Apply for undergraduate study 
Applying is quick and easy. Take a look at our short video guides for Year 12 students. There is a non-refundable 
processing charge of $73. Pay prior to September 29 to avoid paying $200. Your application is not complete 
until you have paid. 
View all UAC events on the key dates page 
A full listing of all Uni news and deadlines. 
What is the ATAR? 
The ATAR is a rank, not a mark. The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) is a number between 0.00 and 
99.95 that indicates a student’s position relative to all the students in their age group (ie all 16 to 20 year olds 
in NSW). So, an ATAR of 80.00 means that you are 20 per cent from the top of your age group (not your Year 12 
group). 
 

University - Institutes 
The University of Sydney Inspired by Business Gadigal Scholarship 
An undergraduate scholarship valued up to $40,000 scholarship to support talented Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander students to study an undergraduate business degree. 
University of Sydney Webinar Demystifying the Teacher Personal Statement! 
20 September. If you’re applying to study a teacher education degree at the University of Sydney (excluding 
early childhood), you will be prompted to complete a personal statement questionnaire during the application 
process.  
Join the School of Education and Social Work for an interactive session where we will take you through the 
process step by step, leaving you confident and prepared when it comes time to submit your personal statement. 
UTS - Round 2 for Applications for Bachelor of Accounting 2024 
The closing dates for applications to the 2024 Intake of the Bachelor of Accounting course are as follows: 
Round 2 Closing Date - Friday 13 October 2023 by 11.59pm. In person half-day interviews for both rounds will 
be held Monday-Friday 6-10 November 2023. These interviews are for applicants who are considering Bachelor 
of Accounting as a course preference after the close of on-time UAC applications. 
ACU Early Entry Guarantee Applications Closing Soon 
Closes 18 September. Guarantee your place at ACU, even before your Year 12 exams. The ACU Guarantee 
program offers eligible Year 12 students a place at ACU based on your Year 11 results. You may also enhance 
your entry score by including a short personal statement that gives ACU an insight into your personal 
circumstances and motivation for university study. 
ACU Veteran Family Entry Program 
This entry pathway is available to any partner, spouse, or child over the age of 18 of current/previous serving 
ADF personnel. Applications are handled on a case-by-case basis though as a rule of thumb 2-years of service is 
required. If you are unsure of your eligibility, we encourage you to contact one of our Student Veteran Services 
team to discuss further. 
ACU Webinar - Talk with Exercise Science and High-Performance Sport Professionals (Counts as Work Experience) 
20 September. A career in sport and exercise science will allow you to help people achieve peak performance 
and optimal health and wellbeing. Join us online to hear from ACU alumni about their experiences working as 
exercise scientists and high-performance sport professionals.  
ACU Webinar - Talk with ACU Arts Graduates 
21 September. Where can an arts degree take you? The 
possibilities are endless. Join us online to hear from ACU 
alumni about their experiences after graduating from an arts 
degree. Take part in a Q&A session about the vast range of 
careers an arts degree can lead to. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www5.uac.edu.au/uacug/
https://www.uac.edu.au/key-dates
https://www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants/atar
https://www.sydney.edu.au/scholarships/a/inspired-business-gadigal-scholarship.html
https://uni-sydney.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_x7eIHJ35TjizJTkt-N3QqQ#/registration
https://www.uts.edu.au/study/business/business-courses/undergraduate-programs/bachelor-accounting/application
https://www.acu.edu.au/study-at-acu/admission-pathways/acu-guarantee
https://www.acu.edu.au/study-at-acu/admission-pathways/i-have-completed-military-service
https://www.acu.edu.au/about-acu/events/2023/september/talk-with-exercise-science-and-high-performance-sport-professionals
https://www.acu.edu.au/about-acu/events/2023/september/talk-with-arts-graduates


 
ACU Webinar - Talk with Psychologists, Youth Workers and Social Workers (Counts as Work Experience) 
26 September. Your work is powerful when you empower others. As a psychologist, social worker, or youth 
worker, you’ll help people thrive and promote social change. Join us online to hear from ACU alumni about their 
experiences in the field.  
ACU Webinar - Talk with Nutritionists and Dietitians (Counts as Work Experience) 
27 September. Nutritionists and dietitians translate science and promote healthy eating and lifestyles to 
individuals, communities, and populations. Join us online to hear from ACU alumni about their experiences 
working as nutritionists and dietitians.  
CSU – Check out and plan for Campus Accommodation 
We have a variety of accommodation options at Charles Sturt University if you want to live and study on campus. 
You’ll always be at the heart of campus life. 
Southern Cross University Early Offer 
Take the stress out of Year 12 with an Early Offer. The Early Offer program allows you to secure your place in a 
Southern Cross University degree before your Year 12 results are even released. It’s designed to remove some 
of the pressure from Year 12 and give you a pathway directly into university study that is not based solely on 
your Year 12 results. 
University of Newcastle Webinar: Teaching as a profession (Counts as Work Experience) 
20 September. Looking to move into a rewarding career in an in-demand profession? Discover the world of 
teaching as our panel of staff and students share their insights into the crucial role teachers play in shaping our 
future generations. 
With exciting career outcomes in Australia, now is the time to pursue your passion. 
CQ Creative Auditions – Theatre or Music 
You’ve got the creativity, the talent and the passion. Applying to study a creative and performing arts course at 
CQUniversity could be the next step to the career of your dreams. Admission into our music and theatre courses 
requires an application and an audition. Find out more about the application and audition process below. 
UNSW Young Women in Engineering Club (Counts as Work Experience) 
The UNSW Young Women in Engineering Club is a fun, inspiring community for high school students interested 
in STEM. We provide opportunities to explore the diverse fields of engineering where you can connect and share 
ideas with fellow high school students and hear from inspiring role models such as UNSW Engineering students 
and women engineers who are already making their mark on the world. 
UNSW Aviation Short Courses (Counts as Work Experience) 
3 - 4 October. UNSW Aviation's two-day short course is aimed at Year 9-12 students interested in a career in 
Aviation. From the technically challenging cockpit with awe-inspiring views to the operational, logistical, safety 
and commercial challenges of managing airports and airlines, UNSW Aviation is uniquely placed to create 
graduates ready to take on opportunities and become future leaders in this exciting industry. Only $25 donation, 
food included. 
Explore UNSW: Engineering your Future (Counts as Work Experience) 
6 October. Get a taste of life as an engineering student at UNSW! During the day you will have the opportunity 
to attend two hands-on workshops of your choosing whilst connecting with current students, academics, and 
our engineering alumni. Experience two contrasting areas of engineering or follow your engineering passions. 
This event is for students in Y10 and Y11 with an interest in learning about engineering at UNSW. 
UNSW's New Bachelor of Education (Primary) (Honours) 
Developed in partnership with New South Wales 
Education Standards Authority (NESA), students will 
experience what it's like to teach from their first term 
of study. With a unique focus on professional 
experience from the outset, they'll graduate ready to 
transform the lives of primary school children. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.acu.edu.au/about-acu/events/2023/september/talk-with-psychologists-youth-workers-and-social-workers
https://www.acu.edu.au/about-acu/events/2023/september/talk-with-nutritionists-and-dietitians
https://www.csu.edu.au/current-students/uni-life/accommodation
https://www.scu.edu.au/study/high-school-students/entry-pathways/early-offer/
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/events/future-students/webinar-teaching-as-a-profession
https://www.cqu.edu.au/study/creative-performing-visual-arts/auditions
https://www.unsw.edu.au/engineering/study-with-us/young-wie-club
https://www.events.unsw.edu.au/event/current-affairs-aviation-0
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/explore-unsw-engineering-your-future-tickets-696447452077
https://www.unsw.edu.au/arts-design-architecture/our-schools/education/study-with-us/become-a-teacher


 

University - General 
How to transfer to a different degree 
Many students enrol in a course with a plan to transfer into another course after completing a year’s study. A 
typical example is completing one year of a general degree (such as Arts) and then transferring to a more 
specialised degree (such as Arts/Law). Other students start a degree only to find it’s not quite right for them. 
They’d like to move to a completely different degree. Whatever your reason for wanting to transfer to another 
course, how do you do it? 
ATAR Q&A. What Next? 
January is just another month in the summer break for current tertiary students, but for recent school leavers 
it means one thing — university offers. If you’re one of the many students nervously waiting for offer day, you 
may want some questions answered. 
Part time Study. The Pros and Cons 
Being a full-time student is the pathway for thousands of school leavers every year, but the reality is, this isn’t 
feasible for everybody. Whether it’s due to employment or family, there are circumstances where full-time study 
isn’t possible, so we’ve compiled a list with the pros and cons of studying part-time. 
Applying to US Universities? Check out the HSC to GPA Calculator 
Convert your HSC grades into a US GPA and find out what GPA you need to gain admission to Top US universities. 
The HSC to Grade Point Average (GPA) calculator converts your combined predicted HSC scores into a simplified 
4.0 scale GPA format. This allows you to achieve an overall view of where your academic candidacy stands in 
comparison to US students.  
 

TAFE 
Supporting You Every Step of the Way with TAFE NSW 
Get the help you need to succeed. The TAFE NSW Counselling and Career Development Service is free and 
confidential* and is designed to help you succeed in your studies at TAFE NSW, as well as in your chosen career. 
TAFE NSW Sydney Wine Academy - The Very Best in Wine Education and Training 
Proudly partnering with some of the leading wine education providers in the 
world, the TAFE NSW Sydney Wine Academy offers the very best in wine 
education and training. Our team of highly respected industry experts include 
wine makers, authors, show judges and sommeliers.  
Apprentice Traineeship Practice Aptitude Quizzes and Literacy and Numeracy 
General industry-based literacy & numeracy quizzes illustrating the levels required when undertaking 
Australian Apprenticeships qualifications. 
 

Private Colleges 
Australian Institute of Music Song Writing Holiday Workshop (Counts as Work Experience) 
25 September. Created for students in Years 9-12, AIM’s new high school music workshops provide incredible 
opportunities to explore songwriting, mentored by AIM’s own accomplished musicians and educators. Join us 
and discover the songwriter and performer you were born to become.  
AIM School Holidays Workshop - Performance Masterclass (Counts as Work Experience) 
25 September. AIM’s new school holiday workshop is designed for high school students interested in music 
performance. Created for students in Years 9-12, the workshops provide incredible opportunities to experience 
playing and performing music, mentored by AIM’s own accomplished musicians and educators. 
AIE Industry Experience Day (Counts as Work Experience) 
Considering a career in games, 3D or VFX? AIE's Industry Experience Day 4 October is a great opportunity for 
students in Years 10, 11 and 12 to learn about the local and international game development, 3D animation and 
visual effects industries. Learn about the different pathways to get into the industry, what should be in a 
portfolio and will be able to get creative in practical workshops using industry-standard 3D animation and game 
development tools. 
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Sydney Design School Interior Decoration Workshop (Counts as Work Experience) 
4 & 5 October. Be inspired. Be creative. If you love interiors magazines and 
beautifully styled spaces, this fun two-day workshop is for you. Perhaps 
you’re considering a career in interiors? This beginner’s workshop will give 
you a taste of the Certificate IV in Interior Decoration course and you’ll get 
a feel for our School and the passion of our Educators.  
Real Estate Institute of NSW - Certificate of Registration Course 
A course developed to meet NSW Fair Trading requirements for you to become an assistant agent. This course 
is the steppingstone to your future real estate career. The course will equip you with the skills and knowledge 
to be work ready. You can also continue your studies and complete the full Certificate IV in Real Estate Practice 
to become a fully Licenced Real Estate Agent. 
Deadline Approaching for National Institute of Dramatic Art (NIDA)  
Applications close 13 September. NIDA’s unparalleled practice-based learning, connections to industry and 
culture of innovation have produced some of the world’s most influential and in-demand storytellers across 
stage, screen and beyond. Performing arts disciplines include acting, costume, cultural leadership, design, 
directing, make-up, musical theatre, props, scenic construction, stage management, technical theatre, and 
writing. 
Whitehouse Design Workshop - Illustration and Portfolio  
3 October This workshop is for aspiring designers as a starting point for those wishing to develop their 
illustration skills and build a portfolio.  This workshop is for aspiring designers and recommended as a starting 
point for those wishing to develop their illustration skills and create a portfolio for application to the Bachelor 
of Design program.  
Whitehouse Design Workshop - Foundation Sewing (Counts as Work Experience) 
4 October. The Foundation Sewing Workshop provides individuals with an introduction to the application and 
modification of patterns, together with techniques to embellish and construct a complete garment. The 3-day 
sewing workshop provides foundations to designing a garment and understanding technical aspects.  
ICMS HSC Tutoring Session 
28 September. Are you a current Year 12 student stressed about your upcoming HSC Exams? Don’t be! ICMS, in 
collaboration with Dymocks Tutoring, is thrilled to invite you to our FREE revision day on Thursday, September 
28th. 
These sessions are designed to cover a range of subjects, including English, Mathematics, and Business Studies.  
General 
Applications for The Explorer Cadetship in the Thoroughbred Industry  
Open to people 18+ and the program commences in February each year. The Explorer Cadetship Program is an 
industry designed ‘Gap Year’ program in the Australian Thoroughbred Racing and Breeding Industry. Cadets’ 
accommodation is arranged throughout the year to take the stress out of where you will live, and for 9 of the 12 
months, you will be earning an income while you learn. 
SummerJobs.com.au  
All the Christmas casual jobs in Australia in one place! We know it’s a weird time and nobody’s sure what’s 
happening but as we move into summer and the school term comes to an end it’s the perfect time to get a 
summer job. Even though we can’t travel there’s no reason we can’t save for a trip! To make it easy we’ve found 
all the current open positions for Christmas Casuals in New South Wales. 
Why Become a CPA Accountant? (Counts as Work Experience) 
Being a CPA gives you a competitive advantage over your 
peers. CPAs are internationally recognised, and membership 
is associated with a strong legacy, international presence 
and thought leadership. 
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Top 5 Study Tips in Preparing for Exams 
You might be in Year 12, finishing your first year of uni or gearing up to graduate. 
In any case, you could probably do with a few tips to get through the upcoming 
exam period. Read on as we share our top five exam study tips.  
Australian Design Centre 
An amazing resource to see the leaders and trend setters of design in fashion, 
interior, architecture, product design and more. Recognising the leading lights of 
designers, thinkers, and makers of a growing resource dedicated to promoting 
and advocating for Australian contemporary craft and design on the world stage.  
Careers in the Outdoors 
The Outdoor Industry provides exceptional opportunities for those willing to 
combine the hard skills and the soft skills and tertiary institutions provide 
exceptional opportunities to commence an excellent career in the Outdoors. 
Courses vary from the Certificate of Attainment for the activities we love to do, 
that will enable you to lead or participate in guided ventures. Certificate III, IV or Diplomas expand on this 
content and provide a great mixture of outdoor leadership in activities to the business and management 
challenges that could be experienced.  
Universities also offer degrees in Outdoor Education, Outdoor Environmental Studies, Outdoor Recreation and 
Masters 
Careers at Council Current Vacancies 
Local Government is a great place for students and school leavers to start their career. A huge range of 
traineeships, apprenticeships and cadetships are available in councils across NSW. For more information and 
our Jobs Board for vacancies available now. 
 
Mrs C Rumi Badger & Mrs G Hodkinson                            
Your TPHS Careers Team   
 
 
 
       
                                                                                                                       
  

 Catherine Rumi Badger                      Geraldine Hodkinson 
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For more information about the programs and to register, 
visit https://events.humanitix.com/host/rspca-nsw 
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