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Term 2 is in full swing and we are over the mid-term hump heading into reporting season. Last week saw a swath 
of exams across the school that will guide the teaching staff in writing student reports.  
 
Year 10 are at a crucial stage of their school life: selecting their course pattern for the HSC. They participated in 
a “HSC Market Day” last Tuesday where they heard from each Head Teacher about what they have to offer in their 
faculty. On Tuesday 11 June, this event will be supported by the “Subject Selection Evening” in the school hall. 
This is an opportunity for parents and student to talk with teachers regarding course patterns and possible 
outcomes for university placements. 
 
Year 10 students participated in a Brainstorm production this week focused on student wellbeing. These 
productions are a mixture of well-timed jokes and social commentary designed to focus students on issues that 
affect them on a daily basis. The students enjoyed the production and there were many rich discussions after the 
event with students who sought clarity on some the topics from the production. 
 
Staff are currently busy writing half yearly reports for all year groups. This is a rigorous process with staff 
engaged in reflection around the progress of their students. Year 11 reports will be the first to be issued later 
next week or into the following week. These will be emailed to the email address provided when students 
enrolled. If you have changed your email recently could you please ensure this information has been updated in 
the school’s SENTRAL system. 
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2019 



 

IN LEAGUE IN HARMONY PROGRAM 

 
 
 
A select group of Year 9 boys have been participating 
in the “In League, In Harmony” run by the Australian 
Rugby League. 
 
Every Friday afternoon for two periods the boys are 
guided through goal setting experiences through the 
application Rugby League Skills and team work.  
 

 
 
Two players from the ARL work closely with the boys to 
discuss who their super stars are what it took to get 
there. This program has proven to be successful in 
helping the boys formulate achievable goals which they 
can apply to their school work and life in general. Many 
thanks to Ms Halteh for organising the program. 
 
We thank Mr Kevin Conolly for attending the first of 
these sessions. 
 
 
 

 

WINTER UNIFORM 
 

It is always good to see a sea of uniformed students. The 
uniform is an important part of school life as it helps create a 
sense of belonging. As you may have noticed winter is well and 
truly upon us. Please be aware that any student wearing a 
hooded jumper or jacket to school will be asked to remove the 
item. The school Uniform Shop has all items available for 
purchase on Wednesday or via Flexischools. 
 
 
 

 

School Buses 
 

Busways has put on a new bus 6615 that follows the 
same route as bus 6611. This will help alleviate 
congestion on this route. See the full timetable on the 
next page. 
 
 



SCHOOL TIMETABLE WESTERN SUBURBS REGION

The Ponds High School
Timetable effective from Monday 27 May 2019

Amended 31/05/2019                                   (R) Bus Turns Right - (L) Bus Turns Left

MORNING
Bus 

Number

Route 

Number
Time

Locations

Serviced
Route Description

6080  - 7:40 AM Stanhope Gardens

Kellyville Ridge

LAST PICK UP AT PERFECTION AV & MERRIVILLE RD

Departs Stanhope Pkwy & Majestic Dr via Stanhope Pkwy (R)Perfection Av to 

Merriville Rd, then to School.

6081  - 7:42 AM Stanhope Gardens

Kellyville Ridge

LAST PICK UP AT RIVERBANK DR & FYFE RD

Departs Sentry Dr & Quakers Hill Pkwy via Sentry Dr (L)Stanhope Pkwy (R)Conrad Rd 

(L)Keirle Rd, Riverbank Dr to Fyfe Rd, then to School.

6095 - 7:42 AM Stanhope Gardens 

Kellyville Ridge

LAST PICKUP RIVERBANK DR & FYFE RD

Departs Sentry Dr & Quakers Hill Pkwy via Sentry Dr (L)Stanhope Pkwy (R)Conrad Rd 

(L)Keirle Rd, Riverbank Dr to School.

6078  - 7:44 AM Kellyville Ridge LAST PICK UP AT CONRAD RD & KEIRLE RD

Departs Merriville Rd & Perfection Av via Merriville Rd (L)Conrad Rd to Keirle Rd, then 

to School

- 752 7:48 AM Quakers Hill Departs Quakers Hill Station via Pearce Rd (R)Lalor Rd (L)Hambledon Rd (R)Quakers 

Hill Pkwy (L)Farnham Rd (R)Kennington Av (L)Farnham Rd (R)Barnier Dr (R)Wakely 

Av, Ridgeline Dr to Riverbank Dr (8:02am).

SETS DOWN STUDENTS AT RIDGELINE DR & RIVERBANK DR

6083 - 7:48 AM Kellyville Ridge LAST PICK UP AT RIVERBANK DR & THE PONDS Blvd

Departs Conrad Rd & Yarrandale St via Conrad Rd (L)Keirle Rd, Riverbank Dr to 

School.

6084 - 7:49 AM Stanhope Gardens LAST PICK UP AT MERRIVILLE RD & NICHOLI ST

Departs Perfection Av & Bentwood Tce via Perfection Av (L)Merriville Rd to Nicholi St, 

then to School.

- 752 7:52 AM Rouse Hill Departs Rouse Hill Station via (L)Rouse Hill Dr, Schofields Rd (L)The Ponds Blvd 

(R)Greenview Pde (L)Ridgeline Rd to Riverbank Dr.

SETS DOWN STUDENTS AT RIDGELINE RD & RIVERBANK DR

- 734 7:54 AM Stanhope Gardens Departs Stanhope T-Way Station via T-Way (L)Stanhope Pkwy (R)The Ponds Blvd 

(L)Riverbank Dr to opposite School.

SETS DOWN STUDENTS OPPOSITE SCHOOL

- 734 7:54 AM Riverstone

Schofields

Departs Riverstone Station via Railway Tce (L)St Albans Rd (R)Junction Rd 

(R)Advance St (L)Railway Tce to Schofields Station (8:01am), continues Railway Tce, 

Burdekin Rd (L)Hambledon Rd (R)Riverbank Dr (R)The Ponds Blvd to School.

AFTERNOON
Bus 

Number

Route 

Number
Time

Locations

Serviced
Route Description

6605  - 3:05 PM Kellyville Ridge

Stanhope Gardens

FIRST SET DOWN PERFECTION AV & BENTWOOD TCE

Departs School via Riverbank Dr, then to Perfection Av & Bentwood Tce, continues 

Perfection Av (L)Stanhope Pkwy to Majestic Dr (3:25pm).

- 734 3:06 PM Schofields

Riverstone

Departs School via Riverbank Dr (L)Hambledon Rd (R)Burdekin, Railway Tce to 

Schofields Station (3:15pm), continues Railway Tce (R)Advance St (L)Junction Rd  

(L)St Albans Rd (R)Railway Tce to Riverstone Station (3:25pm).

6606  - 3:06 PM Kellyville Ridge

Stanhope Gardens 

FIRST SET DOWN CONRAD RD & YARRANDALE ST

Departs School via Riverbank Dr, then to Conrad Rd & Yarrandale St, continues 

Conrad Rd (L)Stanhope Pkwy (R)Sentry Dr to Quakers Hill Pkwy (3:27pm).

6611 - 3:07 PM Kellyville Ridge

Stanhope Gardens

FIRST SET DOWN RIVERBANK DR & THE PONDS BLVD

Departs School via Riverbank Dr, Keirle Rd (R)Conrad Rd (L)Stanhope Pkwy 

(R)Sentry Dr to Quakers Hill Pkwy (3:29pm).

6607 - 3:07 PM Kellyville Ridge       FIRST SET DOWN MERRIVILLE RD & NICHOLI ST

Departs School via (L)Riverbank Dr, then to Merriville Rd & Nicholi St, continues 

Merriville Rd to Perfection Av (3:19pm).

6610 - 3:09 PM Stanhope Gardens FIRST SET DOWN CONRAD RD & KEIRLE RD

Departs School via Riverbank Dr, then to Conrad Rd & Keirle Rd, continues Conrad Rd 

(R)Merrivile Rd (R)Perfection Av to Stanhope Pkwy (3:30pm).www.busways.com.au Page 1 of 2



6615 - 3:10 PM The Ponds

Stanhope

FIRST SET DOWN RIVERBANK DR & THE PONDS BLVD

Departs School via Riverbank Dr, Keirle Rd (R)Conrad Rd (L)Stanhope Pkwy 

(R)Sentry Dr to Quakers Hill Pkwy (3:32pm).

- 752 3:12 PM Quakers Hill CATCH BUS FROM RIDGELINE DR AFTER RIVERBANK DR

Departs Ridgeline Dr & Riverbank Dr via Ridgeline Dr (L)Barnier Dr (L)Farnham Rd 

(R)Kennington Av (L)Farnham Rd (R)Quakers Hill Pkwy (L)Hambledon Rd (R)Lalor Rd 

(L)Pearce Rd to Quakers Hill Station (3:29pm).

- 752 3:20 PM Rouse Hill CATCH BUS FROM RIDGELINE DR AFTER RIVERBANK DR

Departs Ridgeline Dr & Riverbank Dr via Ridgeline Dr (R)Greenview Pde (L)The Ponds 

Blvd (R)Schofields Rd (R)Windsor Rd to Rouse Hill Station (3:34pm).

- 734 3:29 PM Stanhope Gardens Departs School via Riverbank Dr (R)The Ponds Blvd (L)Stanhope Pkwy (R)Sunnyholt 

Rd to Stanhope T-Way Station (3:44pm).

www.busways.com.au Page 2 of 2



 
 

  Thank you to our Platinum Sponsor 

 

  

 



 

 
 

  

 

Term 1 2019 
Week 7 

Monday 10 June 
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 11 June 
Yr 10 into 11 Subject Selection Evening 6pm 

Sydney Dance Festival Matinee 
Aspire to University Talks 

R2C Premier’s Debating Challenge 

Wednesday 12 June 
Sydney West Cross Country 

Year 11 Photography Excursion 
R2B Premier’s Debating Challenge 

Thursday 13 June 
Year 11 Longneck Lagoon Excursion 

Zone Athletics 
NSW Schools Netball Cup 

Friday 14 June  
Year 11 Longneck Lagoon Excursion 

Zone Athletics 
Year 11 Chemistry Titration Competition 

Girls Touch Football State Finals 
Walanga Muru Incursion 

League in Harmony Incursion  
 

Week 8 
Monday 17 May 

P&C Meeting 7:15pm 
In the Spotlight Dance Festival Junior 

Spelling Bee/Public Speaking Challenge 

Tuesday 18 May 
Stage 6 Subject Selection due Day 

Write a Book in a Day Incursion 
Tournament of the Minds Tryouts 

In the Spotlight Dance Festival Seniors 

Wednesday 19 May  
Write a Book in a Day Incursion 

Thursday 20 May  
Literacy Day Fundraising 

KO Girls Softball Final 

Friday 21 May  
Author Presentation 

Sydney West Orienteering 
 

 

NOTE TO PARENTS 

 
Woollies Earn & Learn Programme is back!   
  
Between 1st May and 25th June 2019 whenever you shop at 
Woollies you will be offered Earn & Learn stickers.  
 

 
 
We are collecting these stickers and can redeem them for 
school equipment (there is over 7,000 resources for us to 
choose from).  We have collection boxes in Rouse Hill, 
Schofields and The Ponds Woolworth stores.  We also have a 
collection box in the school office in the student area that 
stickers can be dropped in at any time. 
  
Please pass on to your family and friends etc.  Your assistance 
is greatly appreciated. 
 
Many thanks 
 

 

SCHOOL FEES 
School fee statements have been sent out and are now due. 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Athletics carnival 

The Ponds High School hosted the 5th annual Athletics carnival on Friday 24 May, at Blacktown International 
Sports Park. The day was a huge success with student participant levels at an all-time high, and students in 
the grand stand cheering their peers across the finish line. The Year 11’s stood out in their Hi-Vis vests and 
set a gold standard for participation for upcoming senior year groups. Thank you to the seniors for 
encouraging participation from the junior students of the school.    

House Championship Points: 

Winning House:  
HAWKESBURY POINTS 858 

LACHLAN 842 
MACQUARIE 794 

NEPEAN 744 
 
Age Champions are as follows: 

 BOYS GIRLS 
12 Nicholas 7K Charlie 7F, Natasha 7D & Deva 7F 
13 Sadheel 8J Ariana 7I 
14 Kyan 9K & Bailey 9B Simarpreet 9D 
15 Clayton 10.G Jessie 9J 
16 Owen 10.A Madison 10I 

17+ Nathan 11.8 Holly 11.5 
 
This day wouldn’t have been smooth sailing without the effort and support of the teaching staff. A massive 
thank you to the staff of The Ponds High School. Bring on Macquarie Zone, and good luck to all students 
competing! 
 
Tracey Attenborough 
PDHPE Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

GYMNASTICS 

 

 
A delegation of four The Ponds High school students travelled to 
Melbourne to compete in the Australian Gymnastics Championships. 
 
Antonia 10B, Chloe 8F, Holly 11.5 and Nicolas 7K represented NSW in this 
major event. 
 
Antonia, Holly and Nicolas made the finals. Holly gained the silver medal 
on Trampoline and the bronze medal on Double Mini Trampoline. 
Antonia came 6th on Trampoline and Nicolas secured the bronze medal on 
Double Mini Trampoline, 4th on Trampoline and obtained the qualifying 
score for his division for World Championships at the end of the year. 
 
Congratulation to this team of hard working athletes. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

RLS AFL 

On Monday 5 June, Sophie from 8G played in the 
AFL NSW Combined High Schools for Greater 
Sydney and was selected for the New South 
Wales Combined High Schools Sports Association 
Team. 
 
Sophie will be travelling to Launceston, 
Tasmania is July to play for NSW. 
 
Well done Sophie and good luck in Tasmania. 



 

 

 
 

 

Year 7 Japanese Sushi Incursion 

Students in Year 7 were lucky to have a visit 
from Chef Dekura on Thursday 30 May. This is 
the 5th year that Chef Dekura has visited us at 
The Ponds High School to share his extensive 
experience and sushi making skills with our 
students. He has spent his life making sushi and 
is a master of teaching sushi classes. He 
demonstrated his expert techniques to the 
students, showing them how to make both 
flower shaped sushi and inside-out sushi. 
Students thoroughly enjoyed the hands-on 
experience of making their own sushi. Here are 
some photos from the day. 

Singh Sensei 
Japanese Teacher 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 

 

 
 



 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Greater Western Sydney Careers Market 

 

Twelve students travelled to the Greater 

Western Sydney Careers Market on 

Wednesday 22 May and were engaged in 

robust discussions with industry heads, 

tertiary providers and employment agencies. 

 

The Market provided a forum for enquiring 

about interest areas and for picking up some 

freebies along the way. All students enjoyed 

themselves and individually were appreciative 

of the opportunity that this excursion offered. 
 
 
 
 

Tertiary Visits 
Since the last Newsletter both Macquarie University and the University of Wollongong have visited the school. 
Both of these universities offer Adjustment Factors to our students to help the transition to tertiary study 
possible. These visits have been happening throughout Term 2 in D.G.31 at Recess. We look forward to 
welcoming both Notre Dame University and Torrens University in the next fortnight. 
 

These visits provide the opportunity to find out about university lifestyle, courses and early entry pathways. 
 

 
 
 
There is also the opportunity for students to ask 
those pointed questions that they have about their 
future study options. So far we have hosted WSU, 
ACU, UNSW, Sydney University, Macquarie 
University and University of Wollongong.  
 
 

 
 
 
The Macquarie University visit was particularly important 
as our students were given 5 location adjustment factors 
as a result of our partnership with our local university. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Subject Selection 
Students have been addressed by Faculty Head Teachers to inform them of their subject options for Year 11 and 
12. This will be followed by the Parent Subject Selection Evening on Tuesday 11 June, at 6 pm. Please be aware: 
 

 Subjects this year include: three Vocational Education and Training Options within the school as well as 
a variety of EVET (Externally Provided Educational and Training) options.  

 Students have also received a booklet from UAC in their Career Classes titled ‘Steps to University for Year 
10 Students.’  

 Students have spent time in Careers Lessons discovering the difference between ATAR and the HSC as 
well as learning the requirements of both. In this lesson students were shown patterns of study that were 
both ATAR and Non-ATAR and discussed why both are valid pathways.  

 All students and parents will receive the Subject Selection Booklet at the Parent Subject Selection Evening 
on  Tuesday 11 June. 

 SBAT Information Session: Students interested in doing a SBAT (School Based Apprenticeship or 
Traineeship) whilst doing their HSC should attend an information session at 5.15 pm on Tuesday 11 June 
with the SBAT coordinator (Nirimba TAFE). This will be held at the school immediately before the Subject 
Selection evening. Information on SBATs can be found on the Careers Webpage: 
https://www.thepondshighcareers.com/?page=sbat(2)  

 EVET Options: In addition to the VET options within the school students have the alternative of studying a 
VET course delivered by external providers. Students interested in this choice will have the opportunity to 
listen to a talk by Melanie Creamer from TAFE Nirimba at the Subject Selection Evening. Melanie will be 
around afterwards to answer any questions that individuals may have. 

 UAVAIR: This group have been teaching a Certificate III in Aviation to our Year 11 students and could 
potentially offer this course next year. Anyone interested in this course should speak to Jenny Livingstone 
from this group. She will be available for questions following talks on the Subject Selection Evening. 

Job Jump 
Students were shown that there are two excellent ways for exploring their subject choices for 2020 Year 11. 
The first of these can be found at the following link: www.jobjump.com.au 
This link allows students to explore what subjects are prerequisites, assumed knowledge or highly 
recommended for a particular career path. Students will need to log in before using this site using the password 
‘ponds.’ This is a service that the school pays for so it is highly recommended that this is used in the decision 
making process for subject selection. This website is also an excellent way of exploring post-school course 
options when you go to the My ATAR tab at the top of the page. 

PCYC Program for Future Apprentices 
The school is very proud of the work that its students have been involved in at the Police Citizens Youth Club’s 
program ‘Fit for Work.’ All five students are being linked with employers for work placement that could result 
in real employment. This program has been monitored closely by the Careers Department and all five students 
have been commended for their involvement. They will graduate from the program on Thursday 4 July. 
 

Year 11 Keep the Date Free – Wednesday 28 August  
 The school is partnering with Cherrybrook Technology High School to deliver a tertiary experience to our 

students. 

 This will be a career market that will operate between 6-8 pm on this date. 

 Students will need to register their interest for this with the Careers Adviser. A bus may be organised for 

this event or parents can take students to the expo themselves. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.thepondshighcareers.com/?page=sbat(2)
http://www.jobjump.com.au/


 

2019 Apprenticeship & Traineeship Expos 
An opportunity for your students and families not to be missed! 

**Free entry to all expos and registration is not required** 

Exciting News! 
With the infrastructure boom we are 
experiencing, the future need for 
apprentices, trainees and skilled 
workers has never before been in such 
high demand. Following on from the 
success year after year of the Western 
Sydney Apprenticeship & Traineeship 
Expo and last year’s South Western 
Sydney/Macarthur and Central Coast 
Expos, the time has come to take the 
model to other parts of our great city 
and provide our career/job seekers, 
business and industry, education 
providers and employers with the 
opportunities to all come together 
under the one roof and begin the 
journey of making the plans for our cities growth a reality. 
 

Brett Carter Events is excited to announce that this year in addition to the above Expos, we have acquired the 
highly successful Northern Sydney Apprenticeship & Traineeship Expo. 
 

Whether you are at school and looking for a career path, a parent hoping to give your child the best 
opportunities in life, or a teacher that wants to see their students start off on the right foot – the 
2019 Apprenticeship and Traineeship Expos have all the answers you need. 
 

Expo dates & times 
Northern Sydney Apprenticeship & Traineeship Expo 
Tuesday 20 August 2019 – 3pm to 8pm 
The Concourse - Civic Pavilion - 409 Victoria Ave Chatswood NSW 
 

Western Sydney Apprenticeship & Traineeship Expo 
Tuesday 10 September 2019 – 3pm to 8pm 
Penrith Panthers Exhibition Marquee, 123 Mulgoa Road, Penrith NSW 
 

About the Expos 
The Apprenticeship & Traineeship Expos are held annually and have grown to a status where they are widely 
accepted as the premier events of their kind in NSW. The timing of the expos are a hit with families as 
they allow parents to attend with their children and have those all-important career chats with industry 
experts. Over 230 Exhibitors and 11,000 visitors attended the expos last year. 
 

The expos kicks off the recruitment process. Exhibitors get the chance to collect resumes and promote their 
organisation for upcoming recruitment drives. School Careers Advisers are on hand to meet career seekers and 
parents to discuss career options. View a short video of the Western Sydney Apprenticeship & Traineeship 
Expo here. 
 

With a lot of Sydney’s major infrastructure projects underway – Western Sydney Airport, roads, as well as 
community, business and residential developments, there has never been a better time to start your journey on 
a rewarding career path. 
 

This is the perfect chance to meet industry experts from a range of interesting fields and apply for 
apprenticeships, traineeships, jobs and further education from exhibitors representing industry, businesses, 
group training companies, registered training organisations and many more. 
 
 

https://brettcarterevents.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=696a14f91c2598210968670a4&id=a1d49ae4e7&e=b1827c040a
https://brettcarterevents.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=696a14f91c2598210968670a4&id=3812bd1fa8&e=b1827c040a


 

UNIFORMS NEWS 
A very BIG THANKYOU to Rachel Ferguson, Karen Ciantar, Nada Christie and Sharon Foo, our volunteer 
mums who operated The Uniform Shop on Wednesday 22 May while I was away.  
 
The Uniform Shop will again have reduced opening hours on Wednesday 3 July (last Uniform day of Term 
2). Opening times to be advised by email. 
 

Winter Stock 
The Uniform Shop is still fairly well stocked on our winter 
items, including jackets, cardigans, jumpers, trousers and 
trackpants. However, we have run out of Medium Sport 
Jackets and Size Small/18 Boys Sport Shorts which will take 
at least 4 weeks to be made. 
 
As the cooler weather has arrived, please remind your 
students that only the school jacket, school cardigan, school 
jumper and school Blazer are permitted for warmth. We also 
have available boys’ trousers and girls’ trousers. Only school 
trackpants/school sport shorts are permitted on sports days 
and sports lessons. 

 
 
 

New School Scarf with Logo 
We recently had our Black Fleece Scarf 
embroidered with the school Logo. The scarf is 
$15.00 and lovely and warm for these chilly days. 
There is only a limited supply of these scarves 
available and supply will be on a first in, first 
served basis. If they prove popular, we will 
increase our supply for next year.  
 
 

 

New Volunteers  
The Uniform Shop is always looking for new volunteers. We are open every Wednesday 8:00am to 3:15pm 
and Thursday mornings 8:00am to 11:00am Thursdays in Term 1 and Term 4.  
If you would like to come and help out for a few hours, this is a great time of year to see how we work.  
We will need lots of volunteers in Term 4. 
 
The Uniform Shop is open on Wednesdays only this term, 8:00am to 
3:15pm. Flexischools Orders can be placed until 4:45pm on Tuesdays 
for Wednesday pick-up from Recess onwards. 
 
For all uniform enquiries, please use the Uniform email address, 
uniforms.theponds@gmail.com 

 
Jo Leaver 
Uniform Store Manager 

 
 

mailto:uniforms.theponds@gmail.com
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